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FILM QUESTIONS USE OF PESTICIDES TO KILL DANDELIONS

Pennsylvania to Launch A Chemical Reaction 

PHOENIXVILLE, PA — On the heels of a triumphant North American tour of the United States and Canada, the award-winning, yet controversial environmental documentary A Chemical Reaction announced its Pennsylvania premiere at the Colonial Theater in Phoenixville.

“As a watershed protection and environmental education organization we are excited about this movie because we want to change the local communities thinking about their relationship with lawns, gardens, farms, and forests,” said Victoria Laubach, director of the Welkinweir Green Valleys Association, which is co-hosting the event on Wednesday, May 5 at 7 p.m.. “How we landscape our gardens and maintain our lawns makes a difference for the health of our watersheds and natural resources, and creates a welcoming place for people, birds and other wildlife as part of a vibrant and sustainable natural community.” 

The event, which will feature a question-and-answer session with the film’s executive producer Paul Tukey, is sponsored by Pauline Morton Foundation along support from the Organic Mechanics Soil Company and the Lionville Natural Pharmacy.

Directed by Brett Plymale, A Chemical Reaction was described as “rousing” and awarded four out of five stars by the film critics of the Montreal Gazette prior to its World Premiere in the fall of 2009. Since then the film has been earning awards and accolades at various film festivals, university screenings and other public venues.

“This is an incredibly important film, even better than An Inconvenient Truth,” said Dr. Inez Bridges, director the Institute for Cinema Studies in Boston.

Centered on the small town of Hudson, Quebec, that was the first municipality in North America to ban common lawn and garden pesticides nearly two decades ago, the 75-minute film explores a landmark case decided in the Canadian Supreme Court in 2001. After the Court’s 9-0 verdict against the billion-dollar lawn care giant then known as ChemLawn, most Canadian municipalities followed Hudson’s lead and enacted pesticide bans of their own. In 2008, retail giant Home Depot removed products such as weed ’n feed and Roundup from its shelves in Canada.

“The film asks the obvious question: ‘If Canadians have decided to ban these products, why does the U.S. still sell them?’” said Tukey, the American author and anti-pesticide activist who also serves as the film’s co-star and narrator. “It’s not just a lawn care movie, though. The core story — how a few people in one town could ultimately change an entire nation’s stance — is a testament to the human spirit and what is possible in a democratic society with freedom of the press and an open court system.”

The film has also drawn the ire of representatives from the chemical lawn care industry, who called Tukey an “enviro-maniac” for his stance against synthetic lawn and garden pesticides and fertilizers though his non-profit organization SafeLawns.org. The film shows many examples of how the lawn chemical industry attempts to block the natural lawn movement in the U.S.

“Having visited Pennsylvania several times in the past few years, I think the state is one of the few in the U.S. that could really be ready to embrace pesticide reform legislation,” said Tukey. 

A $10 donation is kindly requested; refreshments will be served.

ABOUT GREEN VALLEYS ASSOCIATION: Green Valleys Association is a 501(c)(3) non-profit watershed protection and environmental education organization in northern Chester County.  GVA’s headquarters is located at Welkinweir, 1368 Prizer Road, off of Route 100 in suburban Pottstown.  For more information on this and other programs, visit our website at www.greenvalleys.org
ABOUT SAFELAWNS.ORG: SafeLawns.org is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to reduction in the use of lawn and garden pesticides and synthetic chemical fertilizers. It has produced a series of high-profile campaigns since its inception in 2006.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact Brett Plymale at Brett@PFZMedia.com. To view a movie trailer, visit www.ChemicalReactionMovie.com
